
Legislative   &   Judicial 
Accountability 

through 

Constituency  Legislation 

Using  the  Article  31  Redress  Process  to  hold 
New  Hampshire  lawmakers  and  judges 

accountable  to  their  Oaths  of  Office  
according  to  Article 38   



OUR GOAL: 
 

To  hold  New  Hampshire  

Lawmakers  and  Judges 

accountable  to  their  Oaths  of  Office  

by  revitalizing  the  historical   

Article  31  process 

of  Constitutional  Redress. 



...Why? 

Once we can remove bad lawmakers  

within 30 days of making bad laws...   

We won't have to worry about either! 

...Why? 

When  we  regain  the  ability  to  

remove  bad  lawmakers   

for passing  bad  laws  

and  bad  judges  for  

executing  bad  decisions ...   

We  won't  have  to  worry  about  either! 



What is the  

proper function  

of government?  



 

The unanimous Declaration of the  
thirteen united States of America 

WHEN in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume 

among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws 
of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the 
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them 
to the separation. 
 
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these 

are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.  
 

That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed, —That whenever any Form 
of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to 
alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such 
principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely 
to effect their Safety and Happiness. 



“A free People  
claim their Rights  
as  derived from the 
Laws of  Nature,  
and not as the gift  
of their magistrates.” 

-- Thomas Jefferson 



-- John Locke 

“ The Natural Liberty 
of man is to be free 
from any superior 
power on earth,  
and not to be under  
the authority of man,  
but only to have the  
Law of Nature  
for his rule.” 



What is 
“Natural Law” 

or the  
Law of Nature? 



Natural Law: 
Law that is inherent, pre-existing, and self-evident 

A  man, a woman  or  their  property  

must  have  been  harmed  for  a  violation  

of  Natural  Law  to  have  taken  place. 

Therefore, 

any action which does not cause harm 

 is a right. 



Now before we attempt to  

remove bad lawmakers  

or bad judges,  

we should first understand  

what it is that makes  

law good or bad. 



Bad Laws - Type 1 
Immoral Law 

 

If a man-made law is in  
Opposition to Natural Law, 

then it logically follows that it is both  
false (incorrect) and immoral (harmful). 

 

In other words, it is wrong and cannot 
legitimately be binding on anyone. 

 



Bad Laws - Type 2  
Irrelevant  & Unnecessary Law  

 

If a man-made law is in  

Harmony with Natural Law, 

then it logically follows that it is  

redundant, since it is stating a truth that is  

inherent, pre-existing and self-evident. 



So…If bad laws are laws that are either  

in opposition to 

or 

in harmony with 

Natural Law... 

 

Then what is the purpose  

of the legislature? 



The limited purpose of the legislature 

is to create laws necessary  for  

the good administration of government,  

so that the government may  

secure and protect   

our unalienable rights  

such as our natural rights of life, liberty,  

conscience and the pursuit of happiness.  



 

What is the purpose  

of a Constitution? 



A constitution is designated as a  

supreme enactment, a fundamental act of  

legislation by the people of the state. 

A constitution is legislation direct from the  

people acting in their sovereign capacity,  

while a statute is legislation from their  

representatives, subject to limitations prescribed  

by the superior authority. 

 

Ellingham v. Dye 178 Ind. 336 



… and who is that 
Superior Authority? 





So...  What does the  

New Hampshire Bill of Rights 

 say about “Natural Law” and  

the purpose of the legislature? 



 

All men are born  
equally free and independent;  

therefore, all government of right  
originates from the people,  

is founded in consent,  
and instituted for the general good. 

 

New Hampshire Bill of Rights 
Article 1:                   June 2, 1784 



All men have certain  natural,  essential,  

and  inherent  rights – among which are  

the enjoying and defending life and liberty; 
acquiring,   possessing,   and protecting, 

property;  and,  in a word,  

of  seeking  and  obtaining  happiness. 

 

New Hampshire Bill of Rights 

Article 2:                   June 2, 1784 



When men enter into a state of society,  

they surrender up some of their 

 natural rights to that society, 

in order to ensure the protection  

of others; and without such an equivalent, 

the surrender is void. 

 

New Hampshire Bill of Rights 
Article 3:                   June 2, 1784 



Among the natural rights, some are,  

in their very nature unalienable,  

because no equivalent can be given  

or received for them.   

Of this kind are the Rights of Conscience. 

 

New Hampshire Bill of Rights 
Article 4:                   June 2, 1784 



Our conscience is what  
dictates our beliefs of  

what is right and what is wrong. 

  
The organizing of many people 

of  “like” conscience  
is what we call religion. 

 



 

ARTICLE  ONE: 
 

Congress shall make no law  
respecting an establishment of religion,  
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press;  
of the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and  
to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 

 

The U.S. Bill of Rights 



Therefore, 
the  Rights  of  Conscience  is   

the  basis  for  the  entire   
first  Article  of  The  Bill  of  Rights  

Of  the  Constitution  for   
The  United  States  of  America 

 

 
Nothing else precedes the  

2nd  Amendment 



What  is  

Constituency  Legislation? 

 
It is the Petitions you write 

based on your conscience  

that must be heard  

by the Legislature ..!!! 



 

 

New Hampshire Bill of Rights 

Article 31:                          June 2, 1784 

 

The  legislature  shall  assemble  

for  the  redress  of  public  grievances 

 and  for  making  such  laws  

as  the  public  good  may  require. 
 

 



Webster's 1828 Dictionary 

1828.mshaffer.com 

 

GRIEVANCE:  That which causes grief or uneasiness, that 
which burdens, oppresses or injures, implying a sense of 
wrong done, or a confined injury, and therefore applied 
only to the effects of human conduct; 

 

REDRESS:  Relief; remedy; deliverance from wrong; injury 
or oppression; as the redress of grievances. 

 

REQUIRE:  1. To demand; to ask, as of right and by 
authority;  2. To claim; to render necessary; as a duty or 
any thing indispensable;  



 The people have a right, in an orderly and peaceable 

manner, to assemble and consult upon the common 

good, give instructions to their representatives, and 

to request of the legislative body, by way of petition 

or remonstrance, redress of the wrongs done them, 

and of the grievances they suffer. 

 

New Hampshire Bill of Rights 
Article 32:              June 2, 1784 



Webster's  1828  Dictionary 
 

PETITION:  To make a request to; to ask from; to solicit; particularly, to 
make supplication to a superior for some favor or right; as, to petition the 
legislature; to petition a court of chancery. 

 

REMONSTRANCE:  Expostulation; strong representation of reasons 
against a measure, either public or private, and when addressed to a 
public body, a prince or magistrate, it may be accompanied with a 
petition or supplication for the removal or prevention of some evil or 
inconvenience. A party aggrieved presents a remonstrance to the 
legislature. 

 

REQUEST:  The expression of desire to some person for something  

 to be granted or done; an asking; a petition.  

 verb:  A court of conscience for the recovery of small debts,  

 held by two aldermen and four commoners, who try causes  

 by the oath of parties and of other witnesses. 



When  we  petition  our  legislature, 
we  are  calling  for 

  
“a court of conscience”, 

 
and we do so  

 
“as of right and by authority” 



What about   

Oath of Office 
Accountability? 



 A frequent recurrence to the fundamental principles of the 
constitution, and a constant adherence to justice, moderation, 
temperance, industry, frugality, and all the social virtues, are 
indispensably necessary to preserve the blessings of liberty 
and good government; the people ought, therefore, to have a 
particular regard to all those principles in the choice of their 
officers and representatives, and they have a right to require of 
their lawgivers and magistrates, an exact and constant 

observance of them, in the formation and execution of the 
laws necessary for the good administration of government. 

 

New Hampshire Bill of Rights 
Article 38:               June 2, 1784 



What about Article 30 ? 
 
 

Does it grant immunity  
to the legislature? 



The freedom of  

Deliberation ,  Speech  and  Debate,  

in either house of the legislature,  is so essential to the 

rights of the people, that it cannot be the foundation  

of any action, complaint, or prosecution,  

in any other court or place whatsoever. 

(What about their votes?) 

 

New Hampshire Bill of Rights 

Article 30:                 June 2, 1784 



So…are lawmakers immune  
from the “exact and constant”  

clause of article 38? 
 

NO, they are not immune..!!! 
 

They  have  no  immunity  for  their  votes  
and  may  be  prosecuted  in  any 

Court  if  their  votes  cause  you  harm 
or … violate  their  Oaths  of  Office..!!! 



Article 38: amplified..!!! 
 

The people have a right to require of  

their Law-givers and Magistrates, an  

Exact and Constant  

observance of “them”…, in  

the Formation and Execution of  
the laws that are  

Solely Necessary For  
the good administration of government. 



What about  
magistrates or judges, 

how are they bound by the 
“exact and constant”  
clause of article 38? 



 

New Hampshire Bill of Rights 
Article 35:                June 2, 1784 

It is essential to the preservation of the rights of every 
individual, his life, liberty, property, and character, 
that there be an impartial interpretation of the laws, 

and administration of justice.  

It is the right of every citizen to be tried by judges as 
impartial as the lot of humanity will admit.  

It is therefore not only the best policy, but  

for the security of the rights of the people, that the  

judges of the supreme (or superior) judicial courts  

should hold their offices so long as they behave well;  



Article 35: 
 

Scanned from a  
certified copy  

received from the 
 Secretary of State’s  

Archive Division 
on Fruit Street in 

Concord  N.H. 
 
 

      Article 38 
 

This certified copy is at 
 

www.NHRedress.org 
 



What else can  

Redress and Remonstrance  

Petitions be used for? 

 
What is the 300 year history of  

Redress in New Hampshire? 

 
What procedure was involved in  

the hearings of these petitions? 



The Petitions 
“collection contains 
several thousands of 
documents”  
 
and  
 
“petitions range in 
date from 1653 to as 
recent as 1951”  
 
300 years of Petitions 
 
Concerns ranged from 
grants of land, 
 
to slaves asking to be 
freed, 
 
Justice of the Peace  
Nominations and  
 
to payments for 
services rendered.  









When were the last 
petitions filed? 

 

www.NHRedress.org 





 

What about the recent  
Redress Committee? 

 
What about the Petition  
that freed 14 enslaved  

men from 1779? 



In 2010, a Republican super-majority was  
elected to the House of Representative 

Under Bill O’Brien’s leadership a standing  
committee with advisory capacity was created.  

It was styled “The Redress Committee” 



R.I.P. 
In 2012, the Democrats regained control 

of the House of Representatives. 
 

They dismantled The Redress Committee. 
 

Then they brought forward a petition 
from 1779 and granted 14 enslaved 

men their freedom. 



Can the people's right to petition  

be denied at the whim of the  

House of Representatives? 
 

“Where rights secured by the Constitution are involved, 
there can be no ‘rule making’ or legislation 
which would abrogate them” 

Miranda vs. Arizona 384, U.S. 426, 491; 86 s. Ct. 1603  

 

“The state Constitution is the mandate of a sovereign 
people to its servants and representatives.  Not one 
of them has a right to ignore or disregard 
these mandates..." 

John F. Jelko Co. vs. Emery, 193 Wisc. 311; 214 N.W., 369, 53 A.L.R., 4563; Lemon vs. 
Langlinm, 45 Wash. 2d 82, 273 P.2d 464 



Educate and inform  
the whole mass of  
the people.  
That is the only  
sure reliance for  
the preservation  
of our Liberty. 

-- Thomas Jefferson 





All of this stuff  

is great!!! 

 

... Now what?! 

www.NHRedress.org 



SIGN  THESE  PETITIONS 

at   NHRedress . info  
 

Unlike other petitions,  

these will matter because 

REDRESS PETITIONS  

NEVER GO AWAY  

-- until both houses of the legislature 
meet and hear them..! 



Call your legislators and ask them where  

they stand on Constitutional Redress. 

Ask them to commit to Constitutional Redress 

at www.NHRedress.com 
 

Chances are, they won't be very familiar  

with what you’re talking about.   

That's OK...  For now. 
 

Take the time (gently) to educate them,  

and send them information.   

Let them know Redress is becoming a campaign issue. 



 

Review this material on Redress, 
and discuss it with your friends, 

family and neighbors. 

 

As Jefferson said, an educated 
people is the only way to insure  

the Preservation of Liberty. 

 

 



If you know of a group 

that would appreciate 

this presentation,  

please tell us! 



Thank you for your time and attention,  

we really appreciate this opportunity to  

speak to you on Constitutional Redress. 

 

With your help, we can make this a  

litmus test for every government official,  

and we can restore an honest,  

responsive, Constitutional government  

to the people of New Hampshire! 

 

www.NHRedress.org 


